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 To summarize previous content.  

 To state tips and structure of an essay. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The essay writing process consists of three stages: preparation, writing and revision. 
These stages apply to every essay or paper. However, the time and effort spent on each 
stage depends on the type of essay. 
 
Type of Essays. 
 
The first step to write an essay is to define what type of essay you are writing. There are 

four main categories into which essays can be grouped: 

 Narrative Essay: Tell a story or impart information about your subject in a 

straightforward, orderly manner, like in a story. 

 Persuasive Essay: Convince the reader about some point of view. 

 Expository Essay: Explain to the reader how to do a given process. You could, for 

example, write an expository essay with step-by-step instructions on how to make 

a peanut butter sandwich. 

 Descriptive Essay: Focus on the details of what is going on. For example, if you 

want to write a descriptive essay about your trip to the park, you would give great 

detail about what you experienced: how the grass felt beneath your feet, what the 

park benches looked like, and anything else the reader would need to feel as if he 

were there. 

 Argumentative Essay: Take a position on a controversial issue and present 

evidence in favor of your position. 

 Compare and Contrast Essay: Identify similarities and differences between two 

subjects that are, typically, under the same umbrella. 

 
Knowing what kind of essay you are trying to write can help you decide on a topic and 

structure your essay in the best way possible.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 

How to write an essay  
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Introduction of an essay 

The introduction is important to grab the reader’s interest and to inform them of what will 

be covered in the essay. The introduction generally comprises 10–20% of the text. To 

learn how to write an essay introduction, start by getting familiar with its most important 

goals. 

 

1. Hook your reader by piquing interest and curiosity 

The first sentence of the introduction should pique the interest of your reader. This 

sentence is sometimes called the hook. It might be a question, a quote, a surprising 

statistic, or a bold statement emphasizing the relevance of the topic. 

 

Hooks:  

 Interesting Question Hook 

 Fact/Statistic Hook 

 Metaphor/ Simile Hook 

 Story Hook 

 Description Hook 

 Quotation Hook.    

The Interesting Question Hook. 

An interesting question hook is when you ask a question that relates to your.  And the only 

way a person can know the answer to that question is by reading your writing. 

Here’s an example of an interesting question hook on the topic of succeeding in college: 

 

- What is the difference between successful college students and unsuccessful college 

students?  

The goal of this essay hook is to make you want to learn what students who succeed in 

college do, and what are college students who don’t succeed in college doing wrong. 

 

The Fact/ Statistic Hook 

Facts and statistics hook your reader because they give real information about a topic.   

You can impress your reader with your knowledge and evidence from the very beginning 

of your essay. But, you need to include facts that are accurate, interesting and reliable.  

Evaluate your information and make sure it comes from a credible source. 

Here’s an example of a factual hook about an essay on gun ownership in the United States. 

 

- Almost two-thirds of American adults at some point in their life lived in a home with at least 

one gun (Research center, 2010). 

The Pew Research Center, “America’s Relationship With Guns: An In-Depth Look at the Attitudes and 

Experiences of US Adults”  http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2017/06/22/americas-complex-relationship-

with-guns/  (this should be included in the references of your essay). 

 

The Metaphor  

The metaphor hook engages your readers because it makes them think about a topic in 

a different way.  Your audience wonders what you mean and how you compare a topic to 

something that seems unconnected.  

An example of a metaphor is: Her boyfriend is a rat. 

 

If your essay topic is on business blogging you could write the metaphor hook: 

- A business blog is a magnet pulling clients to a company.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scribbr.com/academic-essay/introduction/


The Story Hook 

This is a hook where you begin with a short story or episode that relates to your topic. 

Your story can be personal or someone else’s story. 

 

Here’s an example of a story hook for an essay about the differences between British and 

American English.   I used my own story about a trip to England. 

 

- I got off the train and pulled my luggage behind me.  A cab pulled up to the curb, and the 

driver got out.  He lifted my luggage and said, “Miss, I’m just going to put your stuff in the 

boot.”  I didn’t know what he meant until I saw him open the car’s trunk.  Then I realized 

the boot means car trunk.  I got in the cab, wondering how many other words would be 

different in England.  

You’ll see this story hook is longer than other types of essay hooks.   That’s okay.  Your 

hook can be longer, but it shouldn’t be a large part of your essay or paper.    

 

The Description Hook 

This is a hook where a vivid description of a scene draws your readers into your writing.  

A good description hook will make your reader want to know what comes next in your 

writing.   It’s most popular in narrative essays, but you can use a description hook with 

any type of writing. 

 

Here’s an example of a description hook for a personal narrative essay about saving a 

dog: 

 

- The dog howled in pain and limped along the side of the road.  His leg was cut and blood 

streamed down his leg.  

Doesn’t this scene make you curious about what will happen to the dog? 

 

The Quotation Hook 

This is a hook where you begin your essay with a quotation.   

If you write an essay on the topic of education, you could begin with:  

 

- Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the 

world.” 

If you want to use a quotation for a hook, make sure you quote the words exactly.  Choose 

quotations where the words are striking, powerful, and/ or memorable. 

 

 

2. Provide background and context on your topic 

After you have hooked the reader, it is important to give context that will help your reader 

understand your argument. Don’t provide too much detail in the introduction—you can 

elaborate it in the body of your essay. 

 

3. Define the objective and formulate the thesis statement 

Next, you should define your central argument or thesis statement. The thesis 

statement provides focus and signals about your position on the topic. It is usually one or 

two sentences long.  

An example of a thesis statement from an essay on Braille could look like this: 

 

- The idea of tactile reading was not entirely new; Louis Braille adapted and simplified 

existing methods to create the first writing system specifically for blind people. But its 

success depended on acceptance among sighted people before the social status of 

blindness could truly be transformed, and this process was shaped by broader debates 

about disabled people’s place in society. 

 

https://www.scribbr.com/academic-essay/thesis-statement/
https://www.scribbr.com/academic-essay/thesis-statement/


4. Provide a map of the content 

Finish the introduction with an overview of your essay’s structure. The overview should 

provide the reader with a general idea of what each section of your essay explores. 

 

Body of an essay 

 

The body of your essay is where you make arguments supporting your thesis 

statement, provide evidence, and develop your ideas. Its central purpose is to present, 

interpret and analyze the information and sources you have gathered to support your 

argument. 

 

Length of the body text 

The length of the body depends on the type of essay. On average, the body comprises 

60–80% of your essay. For a high school essay, this could be just three paragraphs, but 

for a graduate school essay of 6,000 words, the body could take up 8–10 pages. 

 

Paragraph structure 

The purpose of each paragraph is introduced using topic sentences. The topic sentence 

forms a transition from the previous paragraph and introduces the argument to be made 

in this paragraph. Transition words can be used to create smooth transitions between 

sentences (in addition, however, also, then, first, to begin with, besides, but, etc).   

 

After the topic sentence, present evidence by providing the reader with data, examples 
or quotes. Be sure to interpret and explain the evidence and show how the paragraph 
helps develop your overall argument. 
 
Example paragraph 
 
Although the Braille system gained immediate popularity with the blind students at the 
Institute in Paris, it had to gain acceptance among the sighted before its adoption 
throughout France. This support was necessary because sighted teachers and leaders 
had ultimate control over the propagation of Braille resources. Many of the teachers at 
the Royal Institute for Blind Youth resisted learning Braille’s system because they found 
the tactile method of reading difficult to learn (Bullock & Galst, 2009). This resistance 
was symptomatic of the prevalent attitude that the blind population had to adapt to the 
sighted world rather than develop their own tools and methods. Over time, however, with 
the increasing impetus to make social contribution possible for all, teachers began to 
appreciate the usefulness of Braille’s system (Bullock & Galst, 2009), realizing that 
access to reading could help improve the productivity and integration of people with 
vision loss. It took approximately 30 years, but the French government eventually 
approved the Braille system, and it was established throughout the country (Bullock & 
Galst, 2009). 
 
 
 

 
 

You don’t have to send any activity finished. The idea is that you can 
review and solve some doubts regarding the contents. Now, use this 
worksheet to help you to finish your previous worksheet assigned. If you 
have any doubt send me it to my email: profe.cmontti.sm@gmail.com  
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